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situation; a most important circumstance lias yet to be
mentioned. From the time of his temptation Christ
appeared as a worker of miracles. We are expressly
told by St. John that he had wrought none before, but
all our authorities concur in representing him as pos-
sessing and using the gift after this time. We are to con-
ceive him therefore as becoming now for the first time
conscious of miraculous powers. Now none of our biogra-
phies point this out, and • yet it is visibly the key to the
whole narration. What is called Christ's temptation is
the excitement of his mind which was caused by the
nascent consciousness of supernatural power.
He finds himself in a barren region without food. The
tumult of his mind has hitherto kept him unconscious of his
bodily wants, but the overwhelming reaction of lassitude
now comes on. And with the hunger comes the tempta-
tion, c Son of God, into whose service all natural forces
have been given, command that these stones become bread.'
The possession of special power, and nothing else, consti-
tutes the temptation here; it is the greatest with which
virtue can be assailed. By it the virtuous man is re-
moved from ordinary rules, from the safe course which has
been marked by the footsteps of countless good men before
him, and has to make, as it were, a new morality for him-
self. In difficult circumstances few men can wield extra-
ordinary power long without positively committing crime.
But here we see the good man placed in a position utterly
strange, deprived of the stay of all precedent or example,
gifted with power not only extraordinary but super-
natural and unlimited, and thrown for his morality en-
tirely upon the instinct of virtue within him. Philoso-
phers had imagined some such situation, and had pre-

